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1. Tag, you’re it!  The goal of this game is to build enthusiasm for the recall.  Play this game with your dog at least 2 or 3 times in your yard or the house.  This will help with our recall training next week, and your dog will love it!
a. Make some sound that grabs your dog’s attention then run away fast.  

b. As soon as your dog reaches you, give him a cookie.

c. Next time, when he comes to you throw a toy out in front of you.  Remember, you’re facing away from your dog because you’re running away – so your dog is driving past you.

d. Next time, throw a cookie.
2. Chuck it!  Use the containers I provided in class for this game.  Show your dog the container, open it up, and let them have a cookie out of it.  The bigger fuss you make of opening it up and getting the cookie out, the better.  Then throw the container a short distance away.  Go with your dog to the container and “help” them get the cookie.  Once your dog is excited about the container, try to show it to him and throw it between your legs.  He only gets the cookie when he goes through your legs.  Once your dog is comfortable going through your legs, you can start the game. 

a. If you have a training buddy or friend to help: Have your training buddy hold your dog.  Walk up to your dog and show them the container – rattle it, tease him a bit. Then turn away and run/walk briskly away.  Turn around and give your recall word.  As he approaches you throw the container between your legs.  If he goes between your legs for the container, make a huge fuss about getting out his cookie for him.  If he comes towards you and doesn’t go between your legs – big party (pets and praise), good dog for coming!  (No cookie.)
b. If you’re training alone: Throw a cookie away from you so that your dog will leave you.  Then say his name and your recall word.  (If he doesn’t immediately look at you, then rattle the container.)  As he approaches you throw the container between your legs.  If he goes between your legs for the container, make a huge fuss about getting out his cookie for him.  If he comes towards you and doesn’t go between your legs – big party (pets and praise), good dog for coming!  (No cookie.)
3. My collar!  The goal of this game is 1) a dog that enjoys having his collar handled and eventually 2) a dog that tolerates (preferably enjoys) having his collar grabbed.  
a. Collar touch/hold: Reach under your dog’s head and loop 4 fingers (or as many fingers as will fit dependent on the size of your dog/collar) in your dogs collar – click and treat.  Repeat this process several times.  Your goal is to calmly reach for your dog’s collar and the dog stands still or walks toward you.  

b. Collar grab:  If your dog enjoys tug games or toys, use your toy for this.  If not, use your food container.  With the dog standing or sitting in front of you, show the dog the toy/container and be sure he’s very interested in it.  Then reach for his collar, get a good hold, pull him toward you, and chuck your toy or food container between your legs releasing your dog to the toy/container with a get it.  Your goal is for your dog to anticipate a high reward or fun game to follow a collar grab.  Grabbing his collar is fun!  

c. Note: if your dog is at all collar sensitive, then this is an excellent game to play, but you want to break the parts up into several more steps and go very slowly.  Discuss with me if you believe that your dog is collar sensitive.  Also - never make grabbing or tugging his collar a punishment.  Doing so creates a dog that can be very difficult to catch and generally collar-shy.    

4. Once your dog enjoys the collar game, add the My Collar game to the Tag and Chuck-it games from the last 2 weeks.  

5. Restrained Recall.  The goal of this game is to build enthusiasm for the recall.   Generate your dog’s excitement while he is being held, and then have your training partner release your dog as you call him.  Jackpot when your dog comes to you.  Start with low level (no) distraction and a short distance.  Some things you can do to build excitement:

a. Tease him w/ great cookies.

b. Turn away quickly from your dog – and run!

c. Call you dog immediately and enthusiastically as you turn back to him.
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